
 

 

Nainital and Madikeri are both beautiful hill stations in India, but they differ significantly 
in geography, climate, culture, and attractions. 

Location & Geography 

Nainital: 

Located in Uttarakhand, in the northern part of India, nestled in the Kumaon region of 
the Himalayas. 

 

Surrounded by high peaks and cantered around the 
famous Naini Lake. 

Altitude: Around 2,084 meters (6,837 feet) above sea 
level. 

 

 

 

Madikeri: 

Situated in the southern state of Karnataka, in the 
Western Ghats. 

 

Known for its lush green coffee plantations, misty hills, 
and waterfalls. 

Altitude: Around 1,170 meters (3,839 feet) above sea 
level. 

Climate 

Nainital: 

Has a temperate climate with cold winters (can drop below freezing) and pleasant 
summers. 

Best visited during the summer (March to June) or autumn. Snowfall occurs in winter, 
drawing many tourists. 

Madikeri: 

Tropical monsoon climate with mild temperatures throughout the year. 

Rainy season (June to September) sees heavy monsoon showers, making it ideal for 
nature lovers but challenging for travel. 

Winters (October to February) are cool but not freezing. 



 

 

Natural Beauty & Landscape 

Nainital: 

Known for its serene lakes, pine forests, and snow-capped mountains. 

Famous spots: Naini Lake, Snow Viewpoint, Naina Devi Temple. 

Madikeri: 

Characterised by dense forests, coffee plantations, and cascading waterfalls. 

Famous spots: Abbey Falls, Raja’s Seat, Talakaveri (origin of River Kaveri). 

 

Activities 

Nainital: 

Boating on Naini Lake, trekking, cable car rides, 
snow-viewing. 

Popular for nature photography and temple visits. 

 

Madikeri: 

Plantation tours, trekking in Brahmagiri Hills, 
exploring coffee estates, visiting waterfalls.  

Birdwatching and exploring Coorg's rich biodiversity. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Highlights 

Nainital: 

Influenced by Kumaoni culture; known for fairs like Nanda 
Devi Festival. 

A mix of colonial history and hill town vibes. 

 

 



 

 

Madikeri: 

Part of Coorg (Kodagu), home to the Kodava culture, 
known for traditional Kodava attire, folk dances, and 
cuisine. 

Famous for its distinct coffee culture and festivals like 
Puttari (harvest festival). 

Food 

Nainital: 

Local Kumaoni dishes like Aloo ke Gutke, Bhatt ki 
Churkani, and Bal Mithai are popular. 

Offers a mix of Indian, Tibetan, and North Indian 
cuisines. 

 

 

 

Madikeri: 

Known for Coorgi dishes like Pandi Curry (pork curry), 
Kadumbuttu (rice balls), and coffee-based delicacies. 

 

Spicy and flavourful South Indian cuisine. 

 

 

Accessibility 

Nainital: 

Closest airport: Pant Nagar (70 km). 

Well-connected by road from Delhi and other parts of 
Uttarakhand. 

Kathgodam (34 km) is the nearest railhead. 

Madikeri: 

Closest airports: Mangalore (140 km) and Mysore (120 km). 

Accessible by road from Bangalore, Mysore, and Mangalore. 

No nearby railway station: Mysore is the closest major railhead. 


